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From the author:  Свящ. Иларioнъ Джаши 

Ethnographic data gathered in accordance with a program designed by the Imperial Society of Enthusiasts 
of the Natural Sciences, Anthropology, and Ethnography under the following headings:  

SECTION 01.  - Settlement locations and their physiognomy 

The village of Slavyanka, which is of Doukhobor historical significance, is located in close proximity to 
its three associated villages: Novo-Goreloye, Novo-Troitskoye and Novo-Spasskoye, approximately 35 
versts south of the Transcaucasus Railroad and at a distance of 75 versts from the provincial city of 
Elisavetpol. All four of these Doukhobor villages have exactly the same external physiognomy, and the 
same arrangement of houses and streets. The general view of the villages is quite attractive: they are all 
located on level ground, and each of them has one main street, on both sides of which stretch wooden 
huts, smeared with clay and whitewashed both outside and inside. Each house has a vast courtyard, not 
particularly tidy, almost half occupied by outbuildings and agricultural implements. The houses, in most 
cases, are one-story, covered with earth, and small balconies often open out into the courtyard. The 
interior decoration of the houses is made up of benches, tables and chairs, all of which have been self-
made. The houses of the more prosperous owners are much more beautiful. They are decoratively painted, 
covered with tiles, and wallpapered inside, with balconies facing the street and courtyard sides. The house 
of a middle-class Doukhobor is much better than the house of a rich Kartalinsky peasant, and, perhaps, 
even the nobleman himself 
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SECTION 02. - Historical background  

In 1839, the Supreme Commander Emperor Nicholas resettled all Doukhobors from the Molochnye 
Vody, Melitopol district, Taurida province, to the Caucasus, for religious reasons. The resettlement began 
in 1841 and ended in 1844. In Transcaucasia, they were settled in Akhalkalaki and Elisavetpol districts. In 
the last province, they were settled on the site of an old Armenian village; calling their settlement 
Slavyanka. In 1847, part of the Doukhobors moved from the Akhalkalaki district to Elisavetpol, settling 
at some 6 or 7 versts from Slavyanka, forming the three aforementioned villages. All these villages 
received the name of those villages from whence the Doukhobors were originally evicted (from the 
Melitpol District).  

a) Archealogical remains: Not far from Slavyanka there are the ruins of two, apparently not particularly 
old churches, belonging without a doubt, to the Armenians.  

b) Mines. One of the mountains belonging to the Slavs is pitted with mines of ancient origin, in which, 
apparently, copper ore was mined. At the present time, due to the depletion of copper veins, work is no 
longer being done. 

SECTION 05. - Food and drink.  

Doukhobors eat well. Their food is purely Russian: borscht, pies, pancakes, pancakes, aladiki, buckwheat 
porridge, etc. They eat four times a day: in the morning - at breakfast (завтракаютъ), lunch twice - at 
noon and afternoon (полуденный) and at supper time in the evening (вечеряютъ). The meal usually 
consists of 2-5 dishes. Women and children eat together with men. Each member of the family has his 
own spoon, but during field work one spoon is enough. Before every meal, they read a prayer "Очи 
всехъ". They eat everything except pork. They eat wheat bread. For wealthy guests, they have European 
crockery, crockery without any decorations. Of the drinks, fruit vodka is most commonly used. Neither 
grief, nor joy, nor purchase, nor sale - in a word, not a single act of family and social life is complete 
without vodka. Everyone drinks vodka, men, women, old people and even children; often a mother pours 
vodka into the mouth of her child. "Let her," she says, "get used to it from a young age, and she will be 
healthy." 

Tea is considered a luxury among them. Only the wealthy drink it, and even then only in the evenings and 
they don't give tea to their children. Tobacco however is commonly used, and almost all men smoke as do 
some women. Here we should note however, that the "писанные" (signed) Doukhobors (followers of 
P.V. Verigin) have refused eating meat, do not smoke and do not drink alcoholic beverages.  

As for beverages, the Doukhobors know how to make kvass, which is prepared as follows:  They take 
bran of wheat, barley, buckwheat, etc., and put it in a damp area, leaving it there until it sprouts (“malt is 
ripe,” say the Doukhobors). Then it is dried in the sun, ground and baked into dough, from which liquid 
paste is prepared, and then placed into a large boiler to brew. When fermentation begins, water is added 
and left for a while until the mixture "settles". After a time the boiler tap is opened to release the ready -
made kvass.  If the kvass is not running out or quite ready, the boiler is then topped up with liquid, but 
this kvass is far from being of such high quality as the first batch. When they want kvass to act in an 
intoxicating way, then they add hops. You can also cook pear kvass. 
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SECTION 06. - Rivers and Streams 

There are no real rivers in any of the Doukhobor villages, but there are small streams that are sufficient, 
both for irrigating vegetable gardens and for operating water mills. There are hot springs in two places in 
Slavyanka, and mineral springs one verst distant. Residents use them curatively for various diseases, 
mainly for mild rheumatic suffering, aches, various rashes, but this is done without any medical 
supervision or control. 

SECTION 07.  - Climate, soil, methods of land use and field management   

The climate of Slavyanka and other Elisavetpol villages is considered one of the  most  healthy; and for 
that reason, Slavyanka is a frequent destination for summer visitors. 

The soil is chernozem, with admixture, according to the soil, of clay and sand. It could be very fertile, but 
it is never fertilized, with the exception of garden waste. The reason for the last circumstance is, firstly for 
lack of manure, for it is reserved for fuel, and, secondly, the land is allotted here for only a certain period 
of time, after which a new allocation is made, and fertilization is thought to benefit only the subsequent 
owner. 

The use of the land is generally communal. The community allots plots of land per capita, for seeding and 
harvesting for a period of one year. The land is annually divided into several plots, usually into four, with 
each member being assigned plots from each cardinal direction: in the east, west, north and south. This is 
done in this way so that if one plot is unsuitable, others may still be available. No one gets offended, 
because the allotments are sorted according to the quality of the soil, and each receives the best or the 
worst of all plots. Domestic yards, threshing floor and vegetable gardens are for family use; pastures and 
other less suitable lands remain in common reserve. Their farm fields are fallowed, in which the seeding 
of grain crops and hemp and linseed is alternated between winter and spring. The seeding of other cereal 
grains depends on the quality of the soil or the degree of its depletion. 

SECTION 08. - Rural administration, public court and financial matters  

In order to maintain village peace and order, there used to be an elected foreman, although after the split 
of the Doukhobors into two hostile parties, this responsibility was given to an often elderly government 
appointed foreman. Village affairs are typically managed by older people, but power is slipping out of 
their hands more and more, as the younger generation shows a visible tendency for independence. Village 
affairs are not especially exemplary, although there is greater order here than among the Armenians and 
Tatars. For the consideration of litigious cases, three judges sit in the village court. Court sessions usually 
take place on Sundays, although there are sessions in emergency cases and on other days. Rural judges 
impose fines on the guilty in the amount of 1 to 3 rubles, and incarcerations last from 1 to 7 days. 
Corporal punishment, as applied in the sentencing of common public courts, is not applied among the 
Doukhobors. The decisions of the court are recorded in a special book, and those who are dissatisfied 
with the court can take a copy of the judgment and appeal to the Magistrate's Court, which, however, is 
very rare. In addition to the persons mentioned, in each village there is an assistant to the government 
foreman; the assistant and three judges are elected by the community for 3 years. For the performance of 
public duties, the following persons are also elected by the assembly: 4 tax collectors, 6 messengers in the 
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rural administration, 2 traveling clerks and 4 freelance clerks. It is not possible to determine the exact 
figure for the receipts and expenditures of rural sums, since the community manages them independently 
without supervision, and does not submit reports to anyone. “Take,” say the Doukhobors, “what you think 
necessary, but don't demand any records". But nevertheless, we have some evidence on this score.  

In 1897, each household was assessed 18 rubles, 22 kopecks, for the payment of state taxes, village 
duties, and the provincial land tax. And 1 ruble was assessed for the maintenance of the Elisavetpol 
Mikhailovsky vocational school. Aside from these funds, the following income was also received by the 
treasury:  

1) from the opening of three drinking (?) establishments - 1341 rubles.  
2) from four shops - 580 rubles.  

The following are additional expenses for public administration:  

The salaries of foremen - 660 rubles.  
Public clerks: Slavyanka - 180 rubles; Novo-Gorelovka -120 rubles; Novo-Troitskoye -110 rubles;  
Novo-Spasskoye - 80 rubles. 
For church maintenance - 230 rubles.  
For postmen carts - from 500 to 900 rubles.  

Expenses for the village of the Slavyanka village are higher, as it lies on the main road, and frequently 
accommodates guests. In general, it should also be noted - firstly that expenditures always exceed income, 
and secondly, that the share of expenditure falls mainly on the "неписанные" or "Unsigned" Doukhobors, 
as the "писанные" (signed) don't pay anything. 

SECTION 09. - Education of children. 

Public education is progressing very slowly, despite the efforts of the teachers. In order to demonstrate the 
status of public schooling among the Doukhobors, I will first cite data from official sources on the 
population, on the number of births and deaths, pupils and students for 1897:   
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There is one school, with 2 classes in Slavyanka, however even then, only half of the children attend 
school, primarily the so-called "неписанные" (unsigned). The "писанные" (signed) Doukhobors do not 
send their children to school, finding it useless, and even harmful. Two rooms are allocated for classes: 
the volume of one classroom is 193 cubic arshins, the other 140 cubic arshins (1 arshin is equivalent to 28 
inches (71 centimeters). This school opened first at Dzegam (October 5, 1885) and was then transferred to 
Slavyanka on December 10, 1887. (Dzegham was a settlement and railroad station on the Tbilisi-Baku 
line, near Elisavetpol, now in the Shamkhor district of the Azerbaijan SSR). The school is housed in a 
rented building, for an annual fee of 200 rubles. The first teacher lives in two rooms; one of which also 
contains a library. The second teacher lives in one small room. The yard and gardens of the school are 
extensive. The cost of the school's library is 644 rubles, 57 kopecks, with 705 volumes, 609 titles. There 
also used to be a pharmacy at the school, but it is now closed. 

A public library also opened at Slavyanka on January 1, 1897. It contains 280 volumes and titles, valued 
at 73 rubles and 60 kopecks.  

The academic school year usually begins on October 2nd, very rarely on September 20th, and lasts until 
June 20th. During village field work, which lasts about 2 months, the students do not attend classes. If all 
holidays and field work are excluded from the academic year, then the academic year in Slavyanka would 
in no case be more than 4 months. Therefore, it is difficult to achieve significant progress. There are very 
few literate Doukhobors, but among women there are none at all. The upbringing of Doukhobor children 
is very simple and straightforward. When the children have learned a few prayers and psalms, they are 
thought to be sufficiently educated to join the congregation, and take part in the verbal recitation of these 
psalms and prayers.  

SECTION 10. - Flora and fauna.  

I received the following information on flora and fauna from the superintendent of the Slavyansk School 
Mr. Vinovsky and his assistant Mr. Yefremov, as well as Mr. Vologdin, an Elisavetpol forester.  

Fruit trees: There are no orchards in any of the villages, but the outskirts of the villages are planted with 
fruit trees: apples, pears, plums, cherry plums, walnut trees, berry bushes: gooseberry, raspberry, currant, 
rowan, hawthorn (crataegus). Local fruits are of low quality for marketing purposes in general, although 
some fruit trees could be cultivated. But Doukhobors are not interested in it, and only cherries are for sale, 
and only then in very limited quantities.  

Ordinary trees: poplars, willow, ash, elm, sloe, dogwood, maple, wolfberry, elder, linden, hornbeam, 
beech, dog rose, barberry.  

Flowering plants: marigold, aster, rose, flower, poppy, various types of bulbs, primula medicinalis, 
mother lily, dandelion, goose-footed onion.  

Vegetables include: horseradish, radish, cabbage, potatoes, cucumbers, pumpkin, beans, peas, lettuce, 
dill, beans, borage, rutabaga, beets. 

Cereals: oats, barley, wheat, millet, buckwheat, corn. 
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Oilseeds: flax, hemp, and sunflower (sunflower oil is not used).  

Wild herbs: wheatgrass, timothy, alfalfa (yellow), clover, chamomile (Persian), sage, nightshade, 
cornflowers, field peas, marshmallow, St. John's wort, burdock (agrimonia), forget-me-not, Carnation, 
tumbleweed, lily, nettle, mottle, mallow, mallow, scepter, dandelion, hellebore, marshmallow herb, 
horsetail, thistle, hellebore, thistlenock (field), mountain bluet, white mustard, chicory, delicacy, common 
oregano, wild strawberry, shepherd's purse, burst grass, mute nettle, shrub! Fennel, quinoa, buttercup, 
poisonous buttercup, melissa apothecary, thistle, saffron (crocus sativus), fern, asparagus, thyme, purple 
thistle, bearberry, sorrel, etc.  

Domestic Animals: The society breeds domestic animals for household needs: horses, oxen, cows, sheep, 
goats and donkeys; of birds: chickens, geese, ducks and a small number of pigeons. 

Wild Animals: The fields are inhabited by wild beasts such as wolves, foxes, hares, badgers, bears, 
martens, ferrets, three kinds of field mice, and wild goats (in small numbers). Wildfowl are also present: 
eagles, swifts, owls, owls, hawks, sparrows, black starlings, crows, partridges, grackles, swallows, snipe, 
woodcocks, lapwing, tits, flycatchers, redstarts, nuthatches, thrushes (c! blackbirds), merops persicus, 
hoopoe, cuckoo, woodpecker, kite, wagtails (grey, yellow and mountain), mountain pipit, quail, 
corncrake, mountain hen, pigeon (murrelet), turtle-dove, jays, magpies, larks (blackbirds). 

Beneficial insects:  Gorse (cicin-della campestris), Crested Sandpiper (calosoma sicophanta), predators 
(staphilinidae), wave worm (lampyris splendidula), woodpecker (lampyris splendidula), woodpecker 
(lampyris lupus), and others. lampyris nocticula, micro-gaster glomeratus, cryptus cyanator, lacewing 
chrysops vulgaris, rhaphidia ophiopsis, agrion puella, tachina larvarum, god-officer, tachina pigeon, 
tachyonfly (tachina larvarum), and other predators (staphilinidae), mantis (mantis religiosa), ant lion 
(myrmeleon formicarius), spaniel (lytta vesicatoria), ladybug (coccinellidae) and others.. 

Harmful insects:  Goldtail (goldtail, porthesia chrysorrhoea), whitefish (hawthorn, pieris crataegi), 
ringworm (ringed small weed, gastropacha neustria), polyflora (vanessa polychloros), winter moth 
(cheimatobia brumata), odorous woodworm (cossus ligniperda), apple moth (hyponomeuta malinella), 
beetle (Mayse-Eii beetle, T-shirt, melolontha vulgaris), bronzovki (cetonidae), flower (Apple weevil, 
anthonomus pomorum), vtkolom (conical elephant, rhynchites conicus), tubular (grape elephant, rbyn- 
chites betuleti), plum elephant (rhynchites cupreus), skrinun (orch creaker, oberea linearis), apple aphid 
(leaf louse, aphis mali), scutellum (peach scale insect, lesanium persicae), tonkous (gooseberry sawfly, 
nema- tus ventricosus), berry bug (pentatoma baccaram), cabbage (pieris brassicae), hawk (Adam's head, 
acherontia atropos), argus (argus) of four species, dikens (licaenidae) of three species, admtsral (vaness a 
admiral), gadflies (tabanidae), gadflies (oestridae), earwigs (forficula auricularia), buzzards (anisoplia 
austriaca), etc.  

SECTION 13. – Doukhobor Occupations 

The main Doukhobor occupations are field crop cultivation, cattle breeding and vegetable gardening; 
beekeeping, trade and transport are of secondary importance in support of the economy. Agriculture is the 
main livelihood and having plenty of fertile land suitable for tillage. Doukhobors produce many 
agricultural products which they mostly sell to Kedabek and partly Elisavetpol.  
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They have improved farming tools for tilling the fields; they work with horses and oxen, of which the 
former are preferred. Land is ploughed with 4 to 6 pairs of oxen, or 6 to 8 horses. Harrowing is done with 
horses, seeding by hand, scattering grains to the right and to the left. 

The amount of land at the disposal of the Doukhobors is distributed among the villages as follows:  

 

 
The following crops are grown in the Doukhobor villages: Grain Crops: wheat, barley, millet, oats, 
buckwheat, corn;  Root Crops: potatoes, beetroot, radish, radish, beetroot, rutabaga;  Oilseeds: flax, 
hemp, sunflower, and of other crops - Tobacco. 

Wheat: Wheat can be winter or spring. More than half of all plowed fields are sown with it. A crop of  7 
or 8 poods (pounds) is considered a good crop, a crop of only 3 or 4 is a poor one. There are places where 
the yield is 9 to 10 and more. 

Barley:  After wheat, the Doukhobors are mostly engaged in growing barley, occupying more than one-
quarter of all arable fields under cultivation. As oats are sown in the smallest quantities, horses are also 
fed barley. It is sown almost as much as wheat.  

Millet, oats, buckwheat and corn: These four crops, especially corn, are sown in very limited quantities. 
They are not for sale and are used exclusively for domestic consumption. Winter crops are sown in 
September, spring crops from the second half of March to the first half of April.  
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Grains are generally grown here in such quantities that the harvest of one year could be enough for two or 
three years. There are also land owners who have a supply of grain for four years or more - these are, 
however, those who have mills.  

Threshing: This is accomplished by means of a special shaft, which is a wooden cylinder about an arshin 
long and ¾ arshin in diameter (an arshin is equivalent to 28 inches or 71 centimeters). Along this shaft, 
wooden laths are set at an equal distance from each other, forming the ribs of the shaft. Ropes for 
dragging with horses are attached to the shaft. After threshing, “saman” and straw are collected for 
feeding cattle and horses, while the latter are also fed barley. The grain harvest is preserved in granaries, 
which are placed in the yard on four large stones, and covered with tiles or earth from above. The barns 
are made in such a way that neither rain nor mice could get into them. The stones that serve as 
foundations are also coated with oil to prevent mice from entering them. 

Herbs:  Grasses are harvested at noon; the time of reaping is August. Only a scythe is used for herbage 
harvesting and a scythe with a rake for reaping. Men reap, women bundle and gather in haystacks. 

Potatoes:  After wheat and barley, potatoes are considered one of the most essential items of agriculture. 
They are grown in fields and gardens, both for their own use and for sale. There are four varieties of 
potatoes here: Imperial, English, Red-Eyed and Flower."The “Императорва - Emperor's potato” is 
considered the best and the most expensive (from 45 kopecks to 1 ruble per pood.) One potato weighs 
from ¼ to 1 pound. Doukhobors themselves like the “цветуха or blossom", which they themselves began 
to breed recently. "Англичанка or English girl” is larger and tastes similar to "цветуха". Both of these 
types cost the same: from 40 kopecks to 80 kopecks. "Red-eye or Красноглазка " is very small, but tasty, 
and is cheaper than all of them (a pood is 30-40 kopecks). 

Headed cabbage: is harvested in large quantities. In addition to domestic use, it is also for sale. 

Linseed and hemp: are seeded in fields on the last days of May, and are harvested at the end of August 
and the start of September. They are sold in large quantities for cooking oil and cloth. 

Tobacco: The Doukhobors grow very little. They do not have an understanding of tobacco processing, 
and the local climatic conditions are not favorable for its cultivation: tobacco is of poor quality, and it can 
only be cultivated for home use. 

Cattle and sheep breeding:  After land farming, these occupations are most prominent, particularly 
sheep breeding. The Doukhobors breed horses, oxen, cows, sheep, goats and donkeys. Horses, it is true, 
are not distinguished by their beauty, but they are tall, vigorous and strong; the same can be said about 
oxen and cows (Cherkasskayan cow breed). 

Each owner has from 2 to 10 pairs of oxen and the same number of cows and horses. A horse is valued 
from 50 to 130 rubles; a pair of oxen - from 75 to 120 rubles and rarely 130 rubles; a cow with a calf - 
from 25 to 50 rubles. Cows produce little milk, and without calves they don't milk at all. Four horses can 
carry from 60 to 85 poods, and a pair of oxen - from 25 to 40 poods. At that we must take into account 
that the roads are typically extremely poor and don't allow for increased carrying capacity. And horses, 
oxen and cows in bad weather, should in any case be kept in their stables. Working cattle in winter are 
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sometimes given bran or barley flour in addition to dry fodder. The cattle are very well looked after and 
one seldom sees inferior examples.   

Article footnote - The peasants plow and harvest only as much as they need to satisfy their own needs, 
and this is done not out of laziness, but out of religious prejudice. They plow only on horses: considering 
it a sin to plow with oxen. They explain this attitude by saying that when the Savior was pursued by 
enemies, He took refuge under a haystack; a thief came to the haystack at first, but, recognizing that 
Christ was sheltering there, passed by; then a  horse came along and kicked up the hay, and thus revealed 
His whereabouts to the enemies, who were not slow to seize Him. Therefore, horses, as  traitors, must be 
ploughed to punish them. 

The following statistics were received from the Slavianka foreman M. Sklyarov. 

 

There used to be more fine-wool sheep and I think there would have been many more. The mental 
ferment that occurred among Doukhobors after the death of their "godmother, Lukeria Vasilievna, 
strongly affected the economic life of the so-called "писанные" (signed) Doukhobor community. In the 
beginning of 1895 they sold their cattle, including sheep, for next to nothing to their Armenian and Tatar 
neighbours. A pair of oxen worth 100 rubles was sold for 25 rubles; a cow worth 56 rubles was sold for 
12-13 rubles; 4 merino sheep - for 5 rubles.  

Some of the "неписанные" (unsigned) Doukhobors in this region are however still diligently engaged in 
merino sheep breeding, but this noble occupation has been on the decline lately. 

G. Kalantar, in his report read at the general meeting of the Imperial Caucasian Department of Agriculture 
on November 28, 1897 said that in 1886 there were 40,000 head of sheep in Slavyanka. Now, as it can be 
seen from my statistics, the number of them is considerably less even for the whole society. Two 
circumstances affected the development of this trade: 1) as I've already stated above, was for religious 
reasons; 2) because of the low prices of wool. In the times mentioned by Kalantar, prices for wool were 
high: a pood for 9-8 rubles. Since 1890 up to the present time wool was sold at the following prices: in 
1890 - it was from 6 rubles to 7 rubles, 50 kopecks, in 1894 - from 6 rubles, 20 kopecks up to 6 rubles, 40 
kopecks, in 1895 - from 6 roubles, 20 kopecks up to 6 rubles, 40 kopecks, in 1896 - from 6 roubles to 6 
roubles, 50 kopecks, in 1897 - from 6 roubles, 20 kopecks to 6 roubles, 50 kopecks, and in 1898, 6 rubles. 
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The Doukhobors have three varieties of sheep: Merino (“шпанская” or Spanish), half-Merino 
(“полушпанская” or semi-Spanish from crossing with the Russian breed), and a strictly Russian breed. 
These are carefully separated during breeding to maintain their purity. The sheep are shorn in June, and 
they are rarely bathed, due to the lack of a sufficiently convenient water supply.  

The Doukhobors appear to have become interested in Merino sheep when the former governor of the 
Caucasus, Prince M. S. Vorontsov, first sent out a few Merinos from the Novorossisk Territory and 
distributed them to Caucasian sheep breeders.  

Preparing cheese and butter:  

Doukhobors make cheese and butter from cow's milk. The cheese starter or "Закваска" is prepared in the 
following way: they take sheep rennet (сычугъ) and boil it; then mix in a handful of boiled wheat, and 
further add dogwood or pomegranate seeds (кизиль или гранатовыя зерна); the pot with this mixture is 
then placed in a warm place for three days to ferment. Then, proceeding to prepare the cheese, milk is 
taken from two or three milk yields and is heated before adding the leaven, then the leaven is poured in, 
the jug is closed for two or three hours to let the milk sour; finally the curd is placed in a bag and is 
pressed. The press consists of flat stones or wide boards, squeezed by stones. After some time, a dense 
mass is taken out of the bag, which after two days is cut into pieces, sprinkled with salt and placed in 
jugs. Sheep cheese is prepared in the same way, the only difference being that the starter is poured 
directly into fresh milk, without heating. Cheese is also prepared from skimmed milk and, moreover, 
rather clumsily, therefore it is of poor quality and is never sold. In order not to deplete sheep, especially 
merino sheep, which are generally very poorly milked, some owners either never milk them, or very 
rarely. To prepare butter, sour cream is taken and, poured into a jug, and put in a warm oven for two 
hours to warm it up a little. This is done in order, firstly, so that the oil does not have a bad taste and 
smell, and, secondly, to make it easier to knock it down; they churn butter in hand-held wooden churns. 
  
Poultry farming. Of domestic birds, the first place is occupied by chickens, and then by geese and ducks. 
Chickens are valued from 15 to 40 kopecks, goose - from 40 kopecks, up to 1 ruble, duck – 20 to 40 
kopecks.  

Beekeeping. Doukhobors are engaged in beekeeping on a small scale. Of the 34 beekeepers, only 4 are 
large, while the majority have only 3-4 hives; currently there are only 350 hives. The hives are cylindrical 
and made from hollowed out oak logs or are woven from twigs, smeared with clay and laid on boards, 
called “Стоялки” or beds. These are placed in open places, while the vertical "лежалки" are placed in a 
secluded place. The hives are always brought in for the winter, and then put out in the yard in the spring, 
from March 25. Smoke is used to pacify the bees if they are transferred to other hives. The cost of a hive 
is 4-5-6 rubles, a pood of honey - 8 rubles, beeswax - 20 rubles.  

Woolen products. Wool of semi-Merino and Russian sheep is not for sale, but is used almost all for 
domestic use. Doukhobor weavers use it to weave cloth that is worth 20 kopecks an inch for sale. Men's 
trousers and outerwear are sewn from this cloth, and socks are knitted from woolen yarns. 

Hemp and Linen cloth. Hemp is first crushed with a crusher to remove the fibre, then pounded in 
wooden mortars and milled on combs, then spun on spinning wheels and coiled into balls of yarn. The 
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yarn, prepared for the warp, is scalded with boiling water and pestled, then dried and again pounded in 
mortars to make it soft and shiny. Canvas is milled in ashes with cow dirt. It is strengthened by repeatedly 
soaking it in water and drying it in the sun. Heavy and thin threads are made from hemp and flax, from 
which they weave coarse but strong and dense linen for clothes and towels on looms. The following tools 
are used for production: a mill, a comb, a spinner and a weaving loom. Almost every well-to-do family 
has a hand-weaving loom, but there are few self-spinning looms.   

Cloth  is rarely sold, and all of it is used for household needs. The method of making cloth from linen and 
hemp is the same, only the latter is treated longer to make it soft. Women make the linen. 

Vegetable oil production. There are 7 oil pressing mills in Slavyanka: oil is pressed from flax and hemp 
seeds, and almost every household uses oil made from its own seeds. The owner of the oil mill gets a 
seventh part of the oil and the squeeze, which is then fed to cattle. An oil mill costs about 200 rubles, and 
with a good harvest, one mill can make 100 rubles, and with a bad harvest 50 rubles. 

Flour Milling. There are 27 water mills in the Elisavetpol community. Each mill is run by a hired miller 
or a family member. 20 % of the grain is milled into flour. In winter, to protect the mill from freezing, 
they make warm fires of straw nearby. 

Blacksmith craft. 34 people are engaged in making new tools and repairing old ones. This work is done 
at forges in their homes. Tools and instruments, the most common products, are made partly by the 
blacksmiths themselves, or they are bought in Elisavetpol.  

Shoemaking. There are 10 actual shoemakers, but many home owners are also familiar with this craft and 
there are no special workshops as they all work at home. Their shoes are not of outstanding quality, but 
they serve well in rural life. Prices are as follows: boots made from the material of the master are 5 rubles, 
- from the material of a customer - 1 ruble.  

Tailoring, hat and fur coat crafts. There are 8 masters of this craft and they also work at home, and the 
same person may be engaged in all three crafts. They sew using their own materials, or from the material 
of a customer. They sew "картузы" or light hats in the summer, at the cost of 1 ruble, 10 kopecks, up to 1 
ruble, 20 kopecks using their own material, and 30 kopecks with the customer's material.  Thick lambskin 
caps are sewn in winter and almost always from the material of the customer, charging 40 kopecks for 
their work. They charge 2 rubles for a fur coat made from a customer's material, and from 7 to 12 rubles, 
using their own materials. 

Carpentry: This craft is more developed than others, as most Doukhobors themselves are familiar with 
this craft. But there are 6 special carpenters in the community and they construct everything they need for 
their rural life. The cost of their work is as follows: the cheapest house with necessary outbuildings costs 
about 300 rubles, the most expensive - 4000 rubles; the construction of a mill with all its parts - from 400 
to 1000 rubles; a wagon for two and three horses - 140 rubles, for four horses - 180 rubles; a plow - from 
40 to 50 rubles. 

Preparing dung for fuel: Since in some Doukhobor villages there is no wood at all, and in others there is 
very little, the settlers are engaged in making "кизяка" (kizyaka - Doukhobor word for dung) from 
manure. Kizyaka is made in the following way: cow manure is removed from cattle pens and is taken out 
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to a square-shaped space like a big threshing floor to be levelled out. If the manure is dry, it is evenly 
watered, and if it is wet, they start the work straightaway. 

Horses or oxen are driven in a circle over the manure until it has turned into a thick mud, which is 
difficult for the animals to step over. After that the surface is leveled again and allowed to dry out a little, 
and the dried out mass is then cut into pieces like bricks, only of a larger format. For final drying they are 
placed in the sun and inverted so that both sides are dried. The bricks are then stacked one on top of 
another in large piles, much like haystacks. It should be noted that well-prepared dung burns almost as 
well as firewood. 

Kedabek - Trade and Transportation: 

The Kedabek town and the Siemens Bros. copper mine and smelter, is very important not only for the 
Slavyanka Doukhobors, but also for non-Doukhobor communities in the district.  
 
The Doukhobors earned a good income, delivering mazut (residual oil) fuel oil to the Siemens' Kedabek 
plant in barrels, but after the construction of a fuel oil pipeline, they lost this income. Mainly they hauled 
copper from Kedabek to Dallyar station (on the Transcaucasus Railroad) and coal (and oil) back to 
Kedabek. This transport takes place on carts drawn by four horses.  

The Kedabek smelter is a small plant with 2000 inhabitants, about 8-9 versts from the Doukhobor 
villages. The plant's population is not involved in agriculture, and the surrounding workers and 
settlers are unable to grow their own food or satisfy their other daily needs. The Doukhobors 
understand this, and recognizing that the operation of the plant would be difficult without them, 
they always raise the prices of their agricultural products: these prices are almost always higher than 
those in Elisavetpol. As soon as a Doukhobor starts feeling the need for money, he just takes a few 
sacks of flour or potatoes and goes to the plant; by the evening he comes home with money. Rare is 
there a village landholder who could resist selling his surplus products to Kedabek for at least 100-
150 rubles per year, and the well-to-do, even more so for up to 300-400 rubles. A pood of wheat 
flour is valued from 70 kopecks to 1 ruble and 60 kopecks; barley - from 35 to 90 kopecks; potatoes 
- from 30 kopecks to 1 ruble; cabbage - from 15 to 40 kopecks. 
 
Hunting: The Doukhobors are not averse to hunting in their free time. Hunting is carried out alone, 
or rarely with two or three people; they never hunt in large parties. They hunt foxes, wolves and 
bears. The skin of a fox is valued at 1 ruble, 20 kopecks, bear - from 3 rubles up to 6 rubles, wolf - 
from 1 ruble, 50 kopecks, up to 2 rubles, martens - 6 rubles. It should be noted that black foxes are 
very rare. But one black fox was killed in 1897, and the skin was sold by the hunter for 8 rubles, and 
the buyer, in turn, sold it for 40 rubles; the further fate of the skin is unknown. The Doukhobors 
were not aware of the prohibition of hunting for one or another type of animal or bird. They hunt 
with a hunting rifle or with a “berdanka”, and also resort to strychnine poison and traps for wolves 
and foxes; and horsehair snares for birds.  
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